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P F  T H E  U N I T E D  8 T A T E S  
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DATE: 

J o h n  A .  Maxim, J r .  - T r a v e l  E x 2 e n s e s  - 
F e e s  f o r  P e t  Care 

MATTER OF: - 

U r b a n  Deve l o s i n e n  t seeks  re  i m 5 u r s e m e n t  
for t h e  c o s t  of b o a r d i n g  h i s  p e t  i n  a 
k e n n e l  w h i l e  h e  was o n  t e i n p r a r y  d u t y  i n  
S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  K e n n e l  e x p e n s e s  
may n o t  b e  ? a i d  s i n c e  n e i t h e r  5 U . S . C .  
S 5 7 0 6  ( 1 9 7 6 1 ,  n o r  C h a p t e r  1,  P a r t  9 of 
t h e  F e d e r a l  T r a v a l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  FPYR 
101-7  ( S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 1 )  a u t h o r i z e  s u c h  a n  
e n t i t l e m e n t .  A b s e n t  s t a t u t o r y  o r  
r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  k e n n e l  c o s t s  
may n o t  be r e i m b u r s e d .  

The  i s s u e  i n  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  is w h e t h e r  a n  empl.cry3e may 
b e  r e i m b u r s e d  ror  t h e  c o s t  of b o a r d i n g  h i s  p e t  i n  a k e n n e l  
w h i l e  he  w a s  o n  t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  away troin c i s  p a r r n ~ n e n t  dsty 
s t a t i o n .  We h o l d  t h a t  hz x a y  n o t  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  s i r . ze  k e n n e l  
e x p e n s e s  a r e  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  by e i t h e r  5 2.S.C.  9 5706  
( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  o r  t h e  iv .p l e rnen t inG p r o v i s i a n s  of Cha2 te r  I, 2 d r t  '? 
of t h e  F e d e r a l  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  FPYR 101-7  ( S e 2 t e m b e r  
1 9 8 1 )  (FTR). 

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  is i n  responss  t o  a r e q u e s t  f r o m  
M s .  Lena  b l .  J ones ,  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c e r  w i t h  tb,e 
D e p a r t m e n t  of H o u s i n g  a n d  U r n a n  D e v e l o g n e n L  ( H U D )  i n  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  claim of Xr. J c h n  A.  Maxim, 
J r . ,  f o r  k e n n e l  c h a r g e s  f o r  b o a r d i n g  h i s  p e t  i n c a r r o d  w h i l e  
he was o n  t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  i n  S e a t t l e ,  Wash in ( ; ton .  

M r .  Maxim, a n  Associate  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  w i t h  HUD i n  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C., t r a v e i e d  t o  S e a t K l e  or, o f f i c i a l  Govar-nmcnt  
b u s i n e s s  frcn F e o r u a r y  1 3 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  c h r o u y n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  1 9 8 3 .  
P r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  W a s h i n g t o n ,  IYr. Maxim nade a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o r  
t h e  K - K e n n e l s  I r i t e r i ia t ioxa l  i n  C h a n t i l l y ,  V i r g i n i a ,  :o ca re  
for  h i s  p e t  d u r i n g  c h e  p : - . r i o d  of h i s  a o s e n c e .  H e  b o a r d e d  
h i s  pet a t  t h e  k e n n e l  on his way t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  on 
F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  a n d  p i c k e d  t h e  ;?et ap s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e  
r e t u r n e d  f r o m  S e a t t l e  on YeDruary- 1 9 ,  1 9 8 3 .  T h e  t o t a l  c o s t  
of b o a r d i n g  t h e  p e t  t o r  6 days was $ 1 0 5 .  

Elr. Maxim s u h s e q u z n t i y  f i l e d  a c l a i m  w i t h  H U D  f o r  reim- 
b u r s e r n e n t  of t h e  !<eniIel c x p e n s e s .  H e  h a s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
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a g e n c y  a r e c e i p t  e v i d e n c i n g  p a y m e n t  of t h e  a m o u n t  s t a t e d  
a b o v e .  plr. Naxim a p p a r e n t l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  k e n n e l  
e x p e n s e s  may be  r e i m b u r s e d  a s  a n e c e s s a r y  c o s t  i n c i d e n t  t o  
h i s  t r a v e l  s i n c e  t h e r e  was " n o  o n e  [ e l s e ]  t o  t a k e  care  of 
[ t h e ]  p e t "  w h i l e  h e  was away.  T h e  a g e n c y  d e n i e d  t h e  
e m p l o y e e ' s  c l a i m  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  o u r  d e c i s i o n  i n  B-162466,  
September 2 7 ,  1 9 6 7 ,  w h i c h  h e l d  t h a t  c h i l d  ca re  e x p e n s e s  
i n c u r r e d  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  e n p l o y e e l s  t r a v e l  a r e  n o t  reim- 
b u r s a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a n d a r d i z e d  G o v e r n m e n t  
T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  p r e d e c e s s o r  t o  t h e  FTR. 

S e c t i o n  5706  of T i t l e  5 ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Code, a u t h o r i z e s  
t h e  p a y m e n t  of a c t u a l  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  by  
G o v e r n m e n t  e n p l o y e e s  t r a v e l i n g  o n  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  away 
from t h e i r  d u t y  s t a t i o n s .  I m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  s t a t u t e ,  C h a p t e r  
1 ,  P a r t  9 of t h e  %Ti3 f u r t h e r  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  cer- 
t a i n  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  e x p n s e s  w h i c h  may b e  i n c u r r e d  by  employ-  
ees i n  t h e  p s r f o r ' 3 a n c e  o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s .  I n  e a c h  i n s t a n c e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  m u s t  be d e t e r m i n e d  to  b e  " e s s e n t i a l  
t o  t h e  t r a n s a c t i n g  of o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s ' '  u n d e r  p a r a g r a p h  
1-1 .3b  o f  t h e  FTR. 

W e  h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  h e l d  t h a t  f e e s  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  n o t  r e i m b u r s a b l e  e x p e n s e s  of t r a v e l  o r  r e l o c a t i o n  
u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  FTR.  See Wil l iam D .  F a l l i n ,  
B - 2 1 0 4 6 8 ,  A p r i l  1 2 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  a n d  ca ses  c i t e d  t h e r e i n .  I n  
B-162466,  a b o v e ,  we d e n i e d  t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  c la im f o r  c h i l d  
ca re  e x p e n s e s  w h i c h  were i n c i l r r e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  tempo- 
r a r y  d u t y  away  f r o m  h i s  p e r n a n e n t  s t a t i o n .  We s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a n  e m p l o y e e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  i n c u r r e d  t h e  
p e r s o n a l  e x p e n s e  o f  a s i t t e r  f o r  h i s  c h i l d  b u t  f o r  t h e  
e m p l o y e e ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  of o f f i c i a l  t r a v e l  is  n o t  a s u f f i -  
c i e n t  b a s i s  f o r  s h i f t i n g  t h e  e x p e n s e  t o  t h e  G o v e r n n e n t .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Nr. Maxim i n c u r r e d  k e n n e l  
e x p e n s e s  i n  t h i s  case a s  a r e s u l t  of h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  of ten- 
p o r a r y  d u t y  i n  S e a t t l e  is n o t  a s u f f i c i e n t  b a s i s  f o r  s h i f t -  
i n g  t h e  b o a r d i n g  costs  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  N e i t h e r  5 U.S.C. 
S 5 7 0 6 ,  n o r  C h a p t e r  1 ,  P a r t  9 o f  t h e  FTR a u t h o r i z e  t h e  pay- 
m e n t  of p e r s o n a l  e x p e n s e s  s u c h  a s  k e n n e l  cos t s  f o r  a n  
e m p l o y e e  t r a v e l i n g  o n  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s .  A b s e n t  s t a t x t o r y  
o r  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  s u c h  c o s t s  may n o t  b e  p a i d  by 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  
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Therefore, we h o l d  that Mr. Maxim's claim for reim- 
bursement of kennel expenses may not be p a i d .  

u /  A c t i n g  Comptroller General 
of the United States 
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